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Born of Jewish parentage, Paul was known as Saul for many years. He executed Christians in Tarsus and Jerusalem. However, after his conversion, he became a true apostle of Christ; traveling all of Israel and Asia spreading the gospel. He faced many challenges like persecution, imprisonment, ailments and even running away for the fear of his life. Nevertheless, he was not afraid of spreading the Gospel and tackling issues that arose in churches in Colossae, Galatia, Ephesus, Corinth, and Rome.
The church at Galatia was young and Paul had the information that Judaizers wanted to tear it apart. In this case, Paul writes the book of Galatians in the quest for explaining the freedom that Christ has accorded to his followers. The old teachers of the law had the notion that one had to be a follower of the Jewish law in order to be a trues follower of Christ. At many times, Paul was forced to defend the ministry from those who wanted to pervert the teachings of the true gospel. He tells the Galatians that, “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and is turning to a different gospel” (Galatians 1:6). By reading the book of Galatians, we realize that the gospel is for everyone (as Paul would say, Gentiles and Jews alike). In this case, no one has the mandate to preach any other gospel, not even an angel, for he "would be under the curse" (Galatians 1:8).
Looking at the challenges faced by a conceivable sin. The Corinthians had a pressure to adapt and that’s when Paul wrote the epistle. He talks about unity in Christ and emphasizes on the simple and clear gospel which Christians should adopt (1 Corinthians 1:10). The faith of the Corinthians was being tried by the immorality of the city. This epistle calls all the believers to be keen while they deal with the lifestyle and values of this world. This epistle was written for those Christians who after experiencing life in Christ, find themselves intertwined in the evils of this world. The contemporary Christians are urged to live their life in full commitment to Christ. 
While in prison, Paul was faced with the fear of execution. Before the ship he had boarded could reach Rome, Paul was stuck in the open sea for days (Acts 27:19-27). However, he never gave up his commitment to spreading the word of God. As a prisoner in Rome, Paul wrote to the Philippians not to solve any issue but to show gratitude for their support. In the letter, we are able to see the that Paul disregards the considerable stress imposed by imprisonment and calls himself “the prisoner of Christ” (Ephesians 3:1). Reflecting on the message conveyed by Paul, we see the necessity of constant sacrifices in the quest of preaching the gospel and fulfilling life in Christ. 
Paul took the Gospel to Rome and even in the shackles and chains, he was able to write a letter to churches in various sections of the world. He attracted attention from all of Rome and in so doing, he even reached the "saints in and about the emperor's palace" (Philippians 4:22). However, some of the Romans did not like the authority brought by Paul (Philippians 1:15). Paul still spent hours praying for the souls of these Romans regardless of their envy and strife. Just like Paul, the 21st church leaders and believers are urged to be prayerful to their enemies and be quick to sacrifice their freedom for Christ. Paul expected the recipients of the epistles to be true believers of the word, be prayerful (rejoice), show commitment, differentiate between the law and grace and finally be vigilant towards the lifestyles of this world that do not reflect life in Christ.  
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